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Phonemic Awareness
Isolate Initial Phonemes
Use Phonemic Awareness Routine 1. Hold up the 
picture side of Picture Card bus. Say:
• This is a bus. Say the word with me: bus.

• Listen carefully as I say the word again: bus. 

• The first sound in bus is /b/. Say it with me: /b/.

• What is the first sound in bus? (/b/)

Have children practice identifying initial sounds. Show 
Picture Cards for one-syllable words: night, fish, seal, 
book. Say each word and have children identify the 
initial sound. If children make a mistake, say the word 
again while emphasizing the initial sound or repeat 
the modeling above.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Display several Picture Cards and Sound-
Spelling Cards. Say the onset and rime of 
picture names and have children say the whole 
word as they point to the Picture Card or 
Sound-Spelling Card. For example, say:  
/b/ /us/. What is the word? (bus)

 Phonics
Learn the Song
AZ Vocabulary Support the language in the song. 

Show the pictures of the bat and cat on Sound-
Spelling Cards b and c. Point out and name the bin in 
the illustration. 

Teach children the song. Play the song audio. Then 
demonstrate movements to the song and play it 
again, inviting children to sing and move with you.

Concepts of Print
Sentence Boundaries
Ask children to look at   Worktext Page 8. Explain 
that this is the song they just sang, but in writing. 
Ask questions such as:

• Who can point to the first line of the song? 

• The first line of the song is a sentence. A sentence is 
made up of words and spaces. Have children point 
to each word as you read the first line of the song. 

• Sentences begin with an uppercase letter. Who can 
point to the uppercase letter at the beginning of 
the sentence?

• Sentences end with a punctuation mark, like a period 
or a question mark. What punctuation mark is at the 
end of this sentence? (a period) 

• Who can point to the sentence that ends with a 
question mark? 

Introduce Sound-Spellings  
b /b/, i /i/, n /n/, s /s/
Use Phonics Routine 1 and Sound-Spelling Cards 
b, i, n, s to introduce the target phonics skills and the 
Week 2 keyword motions.

• Show the picture side of the card s, showing only 
the first image on the card. Make the keyword 
motion for sun as you say: sun, /s/. Have children 
repeat the motion, keyword, and sound. 

• Display the letter side of the card. Tap the letter 
and say the letter name: s. Have children repeat.

• Tap the letter again and show the keyword motion. 
Say: s, sun, /s/. Have children repeat.

Repeat the procedure to introduce b /b/, i /i/, and 
n /n/. When introducing i /i/, show only the first 
image on the back of the card.

Letter Formation: Bb, Ii, Nn, Ss
Display Alphabet Cards Bb, Ii, Nn, Ss. Ask volunteers 
to name each letter. Then show the backs of the cards 
and trace each letter as you explain how to form it. 
Encourage children to write the letters in the air. 

Assign   Worktext Page 9 to be completed at 
independent workstations. Provide access to the 
Handwriting Tutorials Online for children who 
need additional support.

Read VC and CVC Words
Display the song “A Bat Is in the Bin.” Track the print 
as you read the song. Pause to model how to blend 
sounds when reading the words bat, bin, sit, nap. Have 
children place the song in their notebooks.

Use the Word Building Cards to make and display 
these words: in, bib. Remind children that all words 
need at least one vowel. Ask: What is the vowel in 
these words? (i) What sound does i stand for? (/i/) 
Use Phonics Routine 3 to guide children in blending 
these words sound-by-sound: in, bib, tip, sip, bit, pin.

✺  AMPLIFY
Have partners challenge each other to spell CV 
and CVC words with a /a/ and i /i/. After they 
spell a word, they can work together to check 
the spelling.

MATERIALS
 • Picture Cards book, bus, fish, night, seal

 • Sound-Spelling Cards b, c, i, n, s

 • Worktext Pages 8–9

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • Alphabet Cards Bb, Ii, Nn, Ss

 • Online Handwriting Tutorials

 • Word Building Cards

 • High-Frequency Word Cards a, I, see, the

 • BLM Practice Words

 • BLM 2.1–2.2 (one copy per child)

 • BLM Practice Letters

 A Bat Is in the Bin
(Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.”)

A bat is in the bin.
A bat is in the bin.
A little bat is in the bin.
How did the bat get in?

The cat sees the bat. 
The cat sees the bat. 
The cat and bat sit in the bin.
And then they take a nap.

WEEK 2
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High-Frequency Words
Introduce a, I, see, the
Display the front of High-Frequency Word Cards a, I, 
see, the. Read the words aloud. Then ask: What do you 
notice about these words? (Two of the words have only 
one letter; the other words have three letters.) 

Point to the words, one at a time. Say each word and 
have children repeat it after you. Explain that these 
words cannot be sounded out. Tell children that 
these words need to be memorized so that they can 
recognize them when they read.

Point out that the high-frequency word I is always 
spelled with an uppercase letter.

✼  ENGLISH LEARNERS 
Language Transfer
Spanish speakers may pronounce a as /o/ 
and I as /ē/. Reinforce these words by having 
children point to themselves or an object in 
the classroom as they complete these sentence 
frames: I am ____. This is a ____. 

Read, Spell, Write, Extend
Teach each word using the High-Frequency Word 
Cards and High-Frequency Word Routine 1.
• Read the sentence on the card. Point to the word 

in boldface and read it aloud. Have children repeat 
the word.

• Spell the word aloud and have children repeat.

• Write the word, saying each letter aloud as you 
write it. Then have children write the word in the 
air as they say each letter aloud.

Extend learning by completing this activity. Use 
the High-Frequency Words Cards to write the 
following sentence frames: I see a ____. I see the 
____. Call on children to read and complete each 
sentence frame with something they can see in 
the classroom.

Open Words Sorts 
Have children cut apart the BLM Practice Words on 
BLM 2.1–2.2. Have pairs work together to sort the 
words into two or more categories of their choosing. 
For example, children may sort their words by the 
ending letter or the number of letters in the word. 

✦  SCAFFOLD
Review that the high-frequency word I is always 
spelled with an uppercase letter. Have children 
look in a few classroom books to find the word 
I to reinforce this idea.

 Daily Writing
Dictate these sentences and have children write them.

• I sit in a pit.

• I see the man nap.

Use the Writing Routine to guide children to 
make corrections. Give children time to make each 
correction. Ask:
• Does the sentence begin with an uppercase letter?

• Does the sentence end with punctuation, such as 
a period?

• Did you write all the words in the sentence? (Repeat 
the sentence aloud as children count.)

Prompt children to check the spelling of the high-
frequency words I, a, see, the. For example, ask: Is the 
word see spelled correctly? s, e, e, see.

I sit in a bin.

I see the man nap.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Display the High-Frequency Word Cards a, I, 
see, the. Have children read the words aloud.

Reteach
Display each High-Frequency Word Card. Then 
have children use their BLM Practice Letters 
to build each word. Have children compare the 
words they build to the High-Frequency Word 
Cards and correct any they have misspelled.

✺  AMPLIFY
Provide the following sentence frames for 
children: I sit in a ____. I see the ____. Have 
children write new sentences by completing 
the sentence frames. Partners can read their 
new sentences to each other.

Boston, MassachusettsBoston, Massachusetts
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Phonemic Awareness
Isolate Final Phonemes
Use Phonemic Awareness Routine 1. Guide children 
to isolate the final sounds in a word. Model with the 
word ten.

• Write the number 10 on the board as you say: This 
number is ten. Say the word with me: ten.

• Say the word slowly, emphasizing the sounds in 
the words.

• The last sound in ten is /n/. Say it with me: /n/. 
What is the last sound in ten? (/n/)

Have children practice identifying the final sounds 
in these number words: one, five, six, nine. Write the 
numbers on the board and point to each of them 
as you say them aloud. Have children repeat each 
word and identify the final sound. If children make a 
mistake, say the word again, emphasizing the target 
sound. Say: Listen carefully. The word is six: /s/ /i/ /ks/, 
six. What is the last sound in /s/ /i/ /ks/? (/ks/)

✺  AMPLIFY
Ask children to name other words that have the 
same final sound as the words ten, five, six.

Phonics
View the Phonics Videos
Play Phonics Videos “Bb,” “Ii,” “Nn,” and “Ss.” Invite 
children to write each letter in the air as they watch.

Review Sound-Spellings  
b /b/, i /i/, n /n/, s /s/ 
Use Phonics Routine 2  
and the Sound-Spelling 
Cards to review the 
phonics skills and keyword 
motions. Remind children 
of the keyword sun. 
Show the picture side of 
the card. Invite children 
to make the motion. Then 
show the letter side of 
the card again and model 
the steps.

• Tap the letter and say its name: s.

• Say the keyword and do the motion: sun.

• Say the sound: /s/

• Have children repeat: s, sun, /s/.

Repeat the procedure to review keyword motions 
for b /b/, i /i/, n /n/.

Read Words with b, i, n, s
Use the Word Building Cards to build words for 
children to read using Phonics Routine 5.
• Display the word sit.

• Children tap out each sound: /s/ /i/ /t/.

• Then children slide their finger and say the 
word: sit.

Continue with these words: sat, nip, bib, tin, tab, 
sip, nap.

Choral read the word lists on  Worktext Page 10.
Assign  Worktext Page 11 for completion at 
independent workstations.

Spell Words with b, i, n, s
Use Spelling Routine 1 to have children write  
each word sound-by-sound. Circulate to make  
sure children are writing each word correctly.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Analyze the types of errors children make in 
spelling. Say each word, segment the word 
into its individual sounds, and have children 
write the word. Then display the word and have 
children check their spelling.

High-Frequency Words
Review the high-frequency words a, I, see, the using 
the High-Frequency Word Cards. Have children read 
the word, spell the word aloud, and then write the 
word in the air.

Extend learning by having children “Chant and 
Clap” the words. Hold up a High-Frequency Word 
Card. Say the word, and then spell the word loudly 
as you clap for each letter. Then say the word. Say the 
word again, this time whispering the letters as you 
clap for each one. Repeat for each of the  
high-frequency words. 

Read Connected Text: Sam and Tim
Give each child a copy of the 
connected text. Ask volunteers 
to identify the title of the book. 
Remind children that you always 
read from left to right. Model 
reading aloud one page as you run 
your finger under the text from 
left to right. Then use Reading 
Routine 2 to read Sam and Tim.

• Preview Children briefly preview each page. 
Discuss what is happening in the illustrations. 

• Read Together Read aloud one page at a time. 
Have children echo read the page after you.

 Daily Writing
Dictate this sentence and have children write it: Sam 
and Tim sit.

Use the Writing Routine to guide children to make 
corrections to the sentence. Children may wish to turn 
to page 8 in Sam and Tim to check their spelling.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Have children read aloud the following words: 
bit, sip, bin.

Reteach
If a child misreads a word, reteach the sound-
spellings. For example, display the word bit and 
read it aloud. Have children name the initial 
sound (/b/) and the letter that stands for that 
sound (b). Have them trace the letter with their 
finger as they say the letter aloud. Repeat for the 
medial and final sounds in the word. Then have 
them blend the sounds and read the words.

bat bin nap pan

see sit the tin

MATERIALS
 • Phonics Videos “Bb,” “Ii,” “Nn,” “Ss”

 • Sound-Spelling Cards b, i, n, s

 • Word Building Cards

 • Worktext Pages 10–11

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • High-Frequency Word Cards a, I, see, the

 • Decodable Reader Sam and Tim

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

Decodable Reader

Sam and 
TimSam and Tim

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.

PHO23_L1_DR_w02_Sam-Tim_CVR.indd   1 17/06/2021   11:09
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Phonemic Awareness
Blend Phonemes
Use Phonemic Awareness Routine 2 to blend 
phonemes. Say an action word and pantomime its 
meaning. Have children use their BLM Sound Cards 
as you guide them to blend the word sit. Say:
• I am going to say the sounds in a word. For each 

sound I say, put down a card. Listen: /s/ /i/ /t/.

• Tap your finger for each card and say the sounds with 
me: /s/ /i/ /t/.

• Now slide your finger under the cards as you say the 
sounds together to say the word: sit. 

Repeat with these words: nap, sip, bit, pat, run.

✼  ENGLISH LEARNERS 
Language Transfer
Native speakers of Chinese languages may leave 
out the consonant at the end of words or they 
may add a vowel sound. Provide additional 
modeling and practice with blending final 
sounds in words.

Phonics
Review Sound-Spellings
Use Phonics Routine 2 and 
Sound-Spelling Cards b, i, n, s to 
review the phonics skills. Display 
the card for s. Ask: What is the 
letter? (s) What is the keyword? (sun) 
What sound does the letter stand 
for? (/s/) Repeat for b, i, and n.

Display known Sound-Spelling 
Cards. Say a sound and have 
children find the card and then 
state the letter and keyword. 

Read Words with b, i, n, s
Choral read the words at the top of   Worktext 
Page 10. Have children use their BLM Practice 
Letters to build the words and read them aloud. 
Assign   Worktext Page 12 to be completed at 
independent workstations.

Spell Words with b, i, n, s
Have partners take turns dictating the spelling words 
for their partners to write. Partners can check the 
words for spelling. Then have them choose several 
words and write them in sentences. 

High-Frequency Words
Review known high-frequency words using the 
High-Frequency Word Cards. Say the high-
frequency words one at a time. Invite children to 
choose and hold up their BLM Practice Words 
for each high-frequency word you say. Then have 
them chant the letters in the word and use the word 
in a sentence.

Choral Read 
Choral read the sentences at the bottom of   

 Worktext Page 10. Place the pages at workstations 
and have partners take turns pointing to a word or 
sentence for the partner to whisper read.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Guide children who have trouble reading words 
in the sentences. Say the correct word and 
have children repeat it. Then have children spell 
the word and say the word again. Then have 
children reread the sentence.

Read Connected Text: Sam and Tim
Give each child a copy of the 
connected text. Tell children that 
when we read we read from left 
to right. Read pages 2 and 3 in 
Sam and Tim, modeling how to 
read from left to right. Then use 
Reading Routine 3 to reread 
Sam and Tim. Have children take 
turns reading aloud a page as the 
group follows along. 

Confirm Comprehension
Ask literal questions such as these to confirm 
comprehension:

• What does Sam have? (a pan)

• What does Tim have? (a tin)

• What do Sam and Tim do with the pan and tin?  
(They tap them.)

 Daily Writing
Write About Reading
Invite children to write about Sam and Tim. Provide 
these sentence frames:

• Sam taps a ____.

• Tim taps a ____.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Check for correct spelling of the spelling words.

Reteach
If a child misspells a word, use the “look, say, 
cover, write, check” strategy. Have the child look 
at the word, say the word, cover it up, write the 
word, and then check their spelling of the word. 
Repeat until the child spells the word correctly.

✺  AMPLIFY
Challenge partners to build a word ladder. Have 
them start by building the word sit. Have them 
take turns changing, deleting or adding a letter to 
make a new word. For example: sit/sip/nip/nap.

bat bin nap pan

see sit the tin

MATERIALS
 • BLM Sound Cards

 • Sound-Spelling Cards b, i, n, s

 • Worktext Pages 10 and 12

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • BLM Practice Letters

 • High-Frequency Word Cards

 • BLM Practice Words

 • Decodable Reader Sam and Tim

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

Decodable Reader

Sam and 
TimSam and Tim

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.

PHO23_L1_DR_w02_Sam-Tim_CVR.indd   1 17/06/2021   11:09

 Fluency

Tim and Sis sip.

Tim and Sis sit. 

Tim and Sis nap. 

See the pan.

See the man.

See the man tip the pan.

bat man bit sit

nap bib nip pin

tip sip bin pan

as I an the

a see at and

the and see as
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 Phonics
Match each picture to the word. Draw a line.

bin

bat

sit

sip

mat
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Phonemic Awareness
Segment Phonemes
Use Phonemic Awareness Routine 3 and blank 
Word Building Cards to segment phonemes. Have 
children use their BLM Sound Cards as you model 
how to segment the word Sam. Say:
• Listen as I say a word: Sam. Sam and I are friends.

• How many sounds are in the word Sam? I’ll say the 
word slowly: /s/ /a/ /m/. Show children how to put 
down a card for each sound. 

• How many sounds are in the word Sam? (3)

• There are three sounds in Sam. Tap the cards as you 
say /s/ /a/ /m/.

Repeat with these words: Tim, pan, tin, sit. Use each 
word in a sentence to support meaning.

Phonics
Build and Read VC and CVC Words
Use Phonics Routine 7 and the Word Building 
Cards to guide children to build and read words. Have 
children follow along and build the words with their 
BLM Practice Letters. Display the letters for the word 
bit. Tap the letters as you blend the word. Then have 
children manipulate their letter cards as you say:
• Take away the b. What word do you have? (it)

• Add the letter s to the beginning. What word is it? (sit)

• Change s to p. What is the word? (pit)

• Change i to a. What word is it? (pat)

Continue, having children build and read these VC and 
CVC words: tin/in/pin/pan/pat/sat/at.

✦  SCAFFOLD
If children misread bit as bite, explain that / ī/ 
is the name of the letter and I is also a  
high-frequency word, but the sound that i 
stands for in this word is the short i sound, /i/. 
Model reading the words sound-by-sound. Have 
children repeat. Then have children practice 
reading more words with short i.

High-Frequency Words
Review known high-frequency words using the  
High-Frequency Word Cards. Then place the cards 
on the floor. Have children take turns tossing a 
beanbag or other soft object onto the cards. Children 
read the word the beanbag lands on, spell it, and use it 
in a sentence. 

Reread Connected Text: Sam and Tim
Have children reread Sam and 
Tim. Review the characters, 
setting, and main events. Tell 
children that sometimes, in order 
to understand a story, we need to 
use clues from the text and what 
we already know to figure out 
what is happening. Ask: What 
does the text mean when it says 
“Tap, tap, tap”? (It is the noise 
that Sam and Tim are making by hitting the pan and 
tin.) Why does Dad tell Sam and Tim to sit? (He wants 
them to stop and be quiet.)

✺  AMPLIFY
Challenge partners to write an additional line for 
the story. Children can reread the story with the 
additional lines.

Extension
Have partners read aloud  Worktext Page 10 to one 
another for fluency practice. 

 Daily Writing
Dictate these sentences and have children write them.

• Sam and Tim tap.

• I see Sam and Tim sit.

Use the Writing Routine to guide children to make 
corrections to each sentence. 

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Have children segment the phonemes in each of 
these words: bin, sit, bat, it, pan.

Reteach
Have children segment words with two 
phonemes before segmenting words with three 
phonemes. Have them put down a BLM Sound 
Card for each of the phonemes in these words: 
in, is, it, at, am. Then repeat, having children 
segment words with three phonemes.

MATERIALS
 • Word Building Cards

 • BLM Sound Cards

 • BLM Practice Letters

 • High-Frequency Word Cards

 • Decodable Reader Sam and Tim

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

 • Worktext Page 10

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • beanbag or other soft object

Decodable Reader

Sam and 
TimSam and Tim

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.
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Phonemic Awareness
Review Blend and Segment 
Phonemes
Use Phonemic Awareness Routine 2 to blend 
phonemes. Say:
• I will say the sounds in a word. Listen: /s/ /i/ /t/. 

Say the sounds with me: /s/ /i/ /t/.

• Now let’s blend the sounds to say the word: sit. I like 
to sit in a chair and read. 

Repeat with these words: pat, rip, tap, sip, cat. Use 
each word in a sentence to support meaning.

Then use Phonemic Awareness Routine 3 to have 
children segment the sounds in a word. 

• Listen as I say a word: pin. I found a sharp pin in my 
sock. Say the word with me: pin. 

• Now I will say the sounds in the word. Hold up one 
finger for each sound I say: /p/ /i/ /n/. How many 
sounds are in the word? (3)

Repeat with these words: bed, head, book, nine. Use 
each word in a sentence to support meaning.

Phonics
Review the Phonics Videos 
Play Phonics Videos “Bb,” “Ii,” “Nn,” and “Ss.” Assign 
each letter to partners or small groups and have them 
stand to act out their parts along with the video.

Word Sorts 
Have partners sort their BLM Practice Words into 
three groups: words with short a, words with short i, 
and other words. After partners have finished sorting 
their cards, call on individual children to read one 
card from each group.

Build and Read Words with b, i, n, s
Use Phonics Routine 7 and the Word Building 
Cards to guide children to build and read words. Have 
children follow along and build the words with their 
BLM Practice Letters. Display the letters for the word 
man. Tap the letters as you blend the word. Say the 
word in a sentence: I see a man. Then have children 
manipulate their letter cards as you say:
• Take away the m. What word do you have? (an)

• Change the letter a to an i. What word is it? (in)

• Add p to the beginning. What is the word? (pin)

Continue, having children build and read these words: 
bat/bit/sit/sip/tip/tin.

✺  AMPLIFY
Challenge children to build more words by 
changing one letter in a word at a time. Ask them 
to make as many words as they can.

High-Frequency Words
Review known high-frequency words. Have children 
work in small groups. Display the High-Frequency 
Word Cards.
• Give children clues about one of the words.

• For example, say: It has three letters; it rhymes with 
tree; it begins with s.

• Children name the word and use it in a sentence. 

• Continue until all the words have been named.

Reread Connected Texts
Distribute copies of Pam and Tam and Sam and Tim to 
each child. Have partners choose a text to read aloud 
to the group. Have each child read a page at a time. 
The group should follow along as each pair reads. 

✦  SCAFFOLD
Have children practice reading along with the 
Audio Sync Decodable Reader before they read 
aloud to the group.

 Daily Writing
Invite children to write about the text they read. 
Provide these sentence frames:

• Sam and Tim ____.

• Pam and Tam ____.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Display High-Frequency Word Cards a, I, see, 
the. Have children read them aloud.

Reteach
Place the cards faceup. Read one of the words. 
Have children use their BLM Practice Letters to 
build the word. Then have them slide their finger 
under the whole word as they read it. 

MATERIALS
 • Phonics Videos “Bb,” “Ii,” “Nn,” “Ss”

 • BLM Practice Words

 • Word Building Cards

 • BLM Practice Letters

 • High-Frequency Word Cards

 • Decodable Readers Pam and Tam, Sam and Tim

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers
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