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Weekly Opener
Read and discuss   Worktext Page 13. Have children 
tell how the Phonics words, Spelling Words, and High-
Frequency Words are related. (Many words have a 
consonant blend at the beginning ; many also have  
a double consonant.) 

Phonics
Introduce Initial Blends; Double 
Final Consonants
Show the picture side of Picture Card stand. Say: 
stand, /s/ /t/. Have children repeat.

Display the word side of the card. Tap the consonant 
blend st at the beginning of the word and say the 
letter names and the sounds: s, t, /s/ /t/. Say: This is the 
word stand. Stand begins with two consonants, and 
each consonant stands for its own sound. We say the 
sounds closely together. Listen: /s/ /t/ /a/ /n/ /d/, stand. 
Say it with me: stand. 

Repeat the procedure using Picture Cards black, crab, 
plane, cloud, grass. Note that for words that end with 
a double consonant, such as grass, we say just one 
sound for the double consonant.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Have children listen as you say the following 
words and tell them to raise a hand when they 
hear a word that begins with a consonant blend: 
ran, sled, lap, snap, clap, bran, lip, led, flip, nap. 
Then display the words with consonant blends 
and point to the first two letters as you blend 
and read the word, with children repeating it.

 Introduce the Song
Tell children to look at   Worktext Page 14. Have 
them track the print as you play the song audio “Brad 
Has a Different Frog.”

Have children identify the words in the song with 
initial consonant blends. (Brad, frog, skip, skipped, 
class, stopped, clapped, Cross, clapping) For several of 
the words, ask: What are the first two letters? What 
sounds do those letters spell? How do we say those 
sounds in this word?

Then call attention to the word class. Ask: What are 
the last two letters? What sound does the letter s stand 
for? How many sounds do we say for the letters ss in 
this word?

Read Words with Initial Blends; 
Double Final Consonants
Use the Word Building Cards and Phonics Routine 4 
to model blending and reading words with initial 
blends and double final consonants. Display the word 
grin. Ask: What two letters are at the beginning of this 
word? What sounds do the letters stand for? (/g/, /r/)

• Scoop under the letter g and say: /g/.

• Scoop under the letter r and say: /grrr/.

• Scoop under the letter i and say: /grrriii/.

• Scoop under the letter n and say: /grrriiinnn/.

• Slide your finger under the whole word and say: grin.

Lead children in blending and reading these words: 
crop, slab, dress, puff, split. Scoop under the letters as 
children say the sounds and then the whole word.

✺  AMPLIFY
Have partners use their BLM Practice Letters 
to build and read words that begin with initial 
blends and end with double consonants. 
Challenge children to come up with the words 
themselves, or provide these words: brass, drill, 
stress, spell, press, staff, stiff, glass.

Word Skills
Introduce Words with Endings 
-ed, -ing 
Use the Word Building Cards to make and display 
the word miss. Have children blend the sounds to read 
the word. Then add -ed to make missed. Review that 
we add the ending -ed to action words, or verbs, to 
tell about something that already happened. Toss a 
crumpled piece of paper toward a basket or bin, but 
miss. Say: I missed the basket. 

Remove the -ed ending from missed and add -ing to 
form missing. Review that we add the ending -ing to 
verbs to tell what is happening now. Toss the paper 
toward the basket several times, and say: I keep 
missing the basket. 

Use Phonics Routine 5 to guide children in reading 
these words: pressed, smelling, filled, buzzing.

Use the Word Building Cards to make and display the 
word tap. Say: When an action word has a short vowel 
and ends with one consonant, we double the final 
consonant before adding the ending -ed or -ing. Add 
cards to form the word tapped and then tapping.

Continue to guide children in reading these words: 
snapped/snapping, grinned/grinning.

Point out that the ending -ed is pronounced in 
different ways. Say missed and snapped. Ask: What is 
the ending sound in these words? (/t/) Then say yelled 
and grinned. Ask: What is the ending sound in these 
words? (/d/)✼  ENGLISH LEARNERS

Consonant blends with l and r are challenging for 
speakers of some Asian languages. Children may 
tend to add a schwa sound between the letters 
of a blend. Correct this by having children count 
the sounds as you say a word, such as drop. Have 
them repeat each sound after you, then say the 
whole word, making sure that they say the same 
number of sounds that you did.

MATERIALS
 • Worktext Pages 13–15

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • Picture Cards black, crab, cloud, grass, plane, stand

 • Word Building Cards

 • BLM Practice Letters

 • High-Frequency Word Cards called, different, off, 
small, spell, still, tell, well

 • BLM Practice Words

 • BLMs 3.1–3.4 (one copy per child)

 • beanbag or other soft object
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This week, I will learn and read about:

Decodable 
Reader

High-Frequency Words

Spelling Words

called grass stuff

class hill tell

crab problem

different running

fell slipped

frog spell

glad stop

Tess and 
Jeff Help

Decodable Reader

Tess and Jeff Help

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.

called small

different

tell

wellspell

off still

Phonics

 ✽ s blends as in skip

 ✽ l blends as in flag

 ✽ r blends as in crab

 ✽ double final letters   
ll, ff, ss, zz

 ✽ add ed as  
in clapped

 ✽ add ing as 
in running c all ed

r u n ingn
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 Brad Has a Different Frog
(Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”)

Brad has a different frog,

Different frog, different frog, 

Brad has a different frog, 

His frog can skip, not hop. 

The frog skipped to class one day, 

Class one day, class one day, 

The frog skipped to class one day, 

The kids all stopped and clapped! 

Miss Cross was clapping with her class, 

With her class, with her class, 

Miss Cross was clapping with the class, 

Then they all skipped down the hall. 

WEEK 3
  

14

Week  3
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High-Frequency Words
Introduce
Display the fronts of High-Frequency Word Cards 
called, different, off, small, spell, still, tell, well. Invite 
volunteers to read the words. Ask: What do you notice 
about these words? (They all have double consonants, 
mostly following short vowels.)

Challenge children to find and name:

• the word that is an action word, or verb, with an 
ending (called)

• the six words that end with a double consonant 
(off, small, spell, still, tell, well)

• three words that begin with a consonant blend 
(small, spell, still)

Read, Spell, Write, Extend
Teach each word using the High-Frequency Word 
Cards and High-Frequency Word Routine 1.
• Read the sentence on the card. Point to the word 

in boldface and read it aloud. Have children repeat 
the word.

• Spell the word aloud and have children repeat.

• Write the word, saying each letter aloud as you 
write it. Then have children write the word in the 
air as they say each letter aloud.

Extend learning by playing a game. Lay the High-
Frequency Word Cards on the floor. Have children 
take turns tossing a beanbag onto a word card. The 
child should read the word that the beanbag lands on 
and spell the word. Then that child hands the beanbag 
to another child, who uses the word in a sentence. 
Then that child tosses the beanbag, and so on.

Open Word Sorts
Have children cut apart the BLM Practice Words on 
BLMs 3.1–3.3. Have pairs work together to sort the 
words into two or more categories of their choosing. 
For example, children may sort their words by number 
of syllables or whether the words end with double 
consonants.

Circulate and have individual children read the words 
in a category.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Point out that several of the high-frequency 
words do not follow the rules children have 
learned about vowel sounds. Display the words 
called, off, small. Point to each word, read it 
aloud, and have children repeat. Note that the 
a in called and small and the o in off all spell 
the same sound. Say the sound /o. / and have 
children say it after you. Read each word again 
and have children repeat.

Word Reading Fluency
Display   Worktext Page 15. Read aloud the words 
in the word lists and have children echo read.

Spelling
Have children track the spelling words on  

 Worktext Page 13 as you read each word aloud 
and provide these context sentences:

• called: Jess called me to come to lunch. 
• class: What did you learn in class today?

• crab: A crab has a hard shell and 10 legs.

• different: A pen is different from a pencil.

• fell: The pen fell off my desk.

• frog: A frog can jump and swim.

• glad: I am glad the weather is good for our hike.

• grass: Divit mows the grass in the park.

• hill: Fred pulled the sled up the hill.

• problem: We solved this math problem.

• running: Asha is running in a race.

• slipped: Darsh slipped on the ice.

• spell: Can you spell each word correctly?

• stop: It is time to stop working and rest.

• stuff: We can stuff the leaves in a bag.

• tell: Please tell me what you did today.

Have partners work together to build each spelling 
word using their BLM Practice Letters and the 
Spelling Words list on   Worktext Page 13.

 Daily Writing
Dictate each sentence and have children write each 
one on a different line.

• The men are running.

• I am glad you can spell so well.

• Can we sit on the grass?

Have children use the proofing marks on BLM 3.4 to 
proofread their work independently or with a partner.

✺  AMPLIFY
Ask children to compose two additional 
sentences that include at least two spelling 
words and/or high-frequency words each. 
Then have children turn to a partner and dictate 
their sentences to each other. Have children 
check their spellings against the lists on   

 Worktext Page 13.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Have children read aloud the first column of 
words on   Worktext Page 15. Allow children 
time to self-correct.

Reteach
If children don’t consistently read words with 
initial consonant blends correctly, have them 
mark up the words in the first column on  

 Worktext Page 15. Have children circle the 
initial consonant blend in each word. Then 
review with children the sound that each 
consonant stands for. Then lead children in 
saying each pair of consonant sounds separately, 
then blending to read the whole word. For 
example: /  b/ /  l  /, blog.

Boston, Massachusetts

called
PHO23_HFW_cards.indd   89 30/08/2021   17:15

Boston, Massachusetts

different

PHO23_HFW_cards.indd   123 30/08/2021   17:15

Boston, Massachusetts

off
PHO23_HFW_cards.indd   367 30/08/2021   17:15

Boston, Massachusetts

small
PHO23_HFW_cards.indd   457 30/08/2021   17:15

  
4

  
5UNIT 3 • LESSON 1 UNIT 3 • LESSON 1

Unit 3 LESSON    1



✴
★ ✦ ✴

★ ✦ ✴
★ ✦ ✴

★ ✦✴
✦ •

✴
✦

• •
✴

✦
• •

✴
✦

• •
✴

✦
• •

Phonics
Review Words with Initial Blends; 
Double Final Consonants
Use Phonics Routine 5 and the Word Building Cards 
to review words with initial consonant blends and 
double final consonants.

• Build the word strip. Review that some words begin 
with a consonant blend and we say one sound for 
each letter in the blend. 

• Tap the s and prompt children to say: /sss/. 

• Tap the t: /t/.

• Tap the r: /rrr/.

• Tap the i: /iii/.

• Tap the p: /p/.

• Slide your finger under the word as you lead 
children to say: strip.

Repeat for the words scrub, slab, clap.

Then display the words mess and buzz. Remind 
children that when a word ends with a double 
consonant, we say only one sound for both letters. 
Use Phonics Routine 5 to model blending the words.

Assign   Worktext Page 16 to be completed at 
independent workstations.

Word Skills
Review Words with Endings -ed, -ing 
Review that we add the ending -ed to action words, or 
verbs, to tell about something that already happened, 
and we add the ending -ing to tell what is happening 
now. Display the words puffed/puffing.

Say: Some words have spelling changes when we add 
endings. Display the words nipped/nipping. Underline 
the base word nip and circle the doubled consonant in 
each word. Then have children read the words.

nipped
nipping

Continue by displaying and marking the following 
words before children read them: dressed/dressing, 
skipped/skipping.

✺  AMPLIFY
Have children write sentence pairs using words 
with the endings -ed and -ing. For example, 
I am filling the cup. I filled the cup. Provide these 
words as starters: drop, tip, pass, spill.

High-Frequency Words
 Spiral Review

Use High-Frequency Word Routine 3, High-
Frequency Word Cards, and BLM Practice Words to 
review words for Weeks 1–2.

Give clues about a high-frequency word until children 
guess the word. For example, say:
• This word means the opposite of on.

• It begins with a vowel.

• It has three letters.

When children guess the word, they hold up their BLM 
Practice Word. When all children are holding up the 
correct card, have the class read the word together.

Fluency
Intonation
Ask children to look at the passage at the bottom of  

 Worktext Page 15. Explain that good readers make 
their voices sound like they are talking naturally. They 
make the pitch, or highness or lowness, of their voices 
go up and down to help show the meaning of what 
they are reading. They also change the volume, or the 
loudness or softness, of their voices.

Model reading using good intonation. Ask children 
how your voice changed and guide them to 
understand how it helps show the meaning of the 
phrases and sentences.

✼  ENGLISH LEARNERS
Beginner/Intermediate ➜ Have English 
Learners first listen to the Audio Sync 
Decodable Reader as they follow along with 
the text. Then have them practice reading the 
text along with the audio.

Read Connected Text
Tess and Jeff Help

AZ Vocabulary Front-load 
vocabulary in the Decodable 
Reader with these student-
friendly explanations:

• slipped: If a person slid 
suddenly, perhaps on ice, and 
lost his balance, he slipped.

• problem: A problem can be a difficult or tricky 
situation.

Give each child a copy of the connected text. Have a 
volunteer read aloud the title. Invite children to predict 
what the book is about. Use Reading Routine 2 to 
read the book. Model using appropriate intonation as 
you read aloud each sentence and children echo read.

 Daily Writing
Dictate these sentences and have children write them.

• Tess will get stuff for Len.

• Len is glad Tess is there.

Have children turn to page 6 of Tess and Jeff Help and 
use the proofing marks on BLM 3.4 to proofread their 
work independently or with a partner.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Display the dictation sentences while children 
are proofreading. As children compare their 
own sentences with the dictated sentences, 
have them circle the incorrect letters in any 
misspelled words. Then have children rewrite 
those words correctly below their sentences, 
saying the letters aloud as they write.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Have children read aloud High-Frequency 
Word Cards called, different, off, small, spell, still, 
tell, well.

Reteach
Guide children to notice the similarities and 
differences among the words. Sort the words 
into categories and have children analyze the 
groups and tell what the categories are:

• multisyllabic words (different)

• words with a single vowel sound that children 
have learned (spell, well, still, tell)

• words with a single vowel sound that does 
not follow a rule that children have learned 
(called, off, small)

Finally, have children read each word 
aloud again.

MATERIALS
 • Word Building Cards

 • Worktext Pages 15–16

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • High-Frequency Word Cards

 • BLM Practice Words

 • Decodable Reader Tess and Jeff Help

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

 • BLM 3.4 (one copy per child)

Tess and 
Jeff Help

Decodable Reader

Tess and Jeff Help

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.
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Phonics
 Spiral Review

Use Phonics Routine 2 and Sound-Spelling 
Cards a, e, i, o, u to review the letter names, 
keywords, and primary sounds for short vowels. 
Display Sound-Spelling Card s (hills) to review the 
sound /z/ spelled s.

Read Words with Initial Blends; 
Double Final Consonants
Use the Word Building Cards to build words for 
children to read using Phonics Routine 5. Display the 
word slid.

• Tap the s and ask: What is the sound? (/s/)

• Tap the l and ask: What is the sound? (/l/)

• Tap the i and ask: Sound? (/iii/)

• Tap the d and ask: Sound? (/d/)

• Point to the word and ask: What is the word? 
(slid) Slide your finger under the whole word as 
children respond.

Lead children in blending and reading these words: 
sled, clap, step, strum, stuff, split.

Word Skills
Review Words with Endings -ed, -ing 
Remind children about the purpose for adding the 
endings -ed or -ing to action words, or verbs. Remind 
them also that some words have spelling changes 
when we add those endings. Display the words 
rubbed/rubbing. Underline the base word rub and 
circle the doubled final consonant. Then have children 
read the word.

Write trapped, snipping, hissed, telling. Invite 
individuals to underline the base word and circle the 
doubled final consonant, when appropriate. Then have 
children read aloud each word.

rubbed
rubbing

High-Frequency Words
Play a matching game. Have partners combine 
their sets of BLM Practice Words and spread them 
facedown in rows. Have them take turns turning over 
two cards and reading the words. If the words are the 
same, the child keeps the cards. Partners continue 
until all the cards have been matched.

Assign   Worktext Page 17 to be completed at 
workstations.

✺  AMPLIFY
Before children claim a pair of matched cards, 
have them use the word in a sentence.

Reread Connected Text
Tess and Jeff Help
Give each child a copy of the 
connected text. Use Reading 
Routine 3 to reread Tess and 
Jeff Help. Call on children to read 
aloud as other children follow 
along. Remind them to make the 
sounds of their voices go up and 
down in pitch and also to change in volume, just as 
they do when they are talking.

Confirm Comprehension
Ask literal questions such as these:

• What are Tess and Jeff doing at the beginning? 
(running)

• Why can’t Len run? (He slipped and fell.)

• How does Tess help Len? (She gets stuff for him.)

✦  SCAFFOLD
Have children practice reading with the Audio 
Sync Decodable Readers before reading with 
the group. Encourage them to pay attention 
to the narrator’s intonation, or how the pitch, 
or highness and lowness, of the reader’s 
voice changes. 

Spelling
Have partners split one set of BLM Practice Words 
so each child has eight cards in a stack. The first child 
displays a card (without looking at it) for his or her 
partner. The partner spells the word aloud. The child 
holding the card, still without looking at the card, says 
the word and spells it back to the partner. Then the 
second child displays a card, and the roles reverse. 
After partners get through their cards, they should 
shuffle the cards and repeat the activity.

 Daily Writing
Have children write a few sentences about Len in 
Tess and Jeff Help. Challenge children to include at 
least three spelling words or high-frequency words in 
their writing.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Display the words tossing, running, missed, 
clapped. Have children read the words.

Reteach
If children read words with endings incorrectly, 
cover the ending and have them blend and 
read the base word. Then have them blend the 
ending and, finally, blend and read the whole 
word. Remind children that in some words with 
endings, the final consonant was doubled before 
the ending was added.

MATERIALS
 • Sound-Spelling Cards a, e, i, o, u; s

 • Word Building Cards

 • BLM Practice Words

 • Worktext Page 17

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • Decodable Reader Tess and Jeff Help

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers
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Tess and 
Jeff Help

Decodable Reader

Tess and Jeff Help

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.
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Phonics
Build and Read Words
Use Phonics Routine 7 and the Word Building Cards 
to build word ladders. Have children follow along with 
their BLM Practice Letters. Display the letters for the 
word trip. Tap and blend the word. Then have children 
manipulate their letter cards as you say:
• Add s to the beginning of the word. What is the 

word? (strip)

• Change i to a. What is the word? (strap)

• Change t to c. What is the word? (scrap)

• Change p to m. What is the word? (scram)

Build other word ladders with the words  
puff/huff/buff/bluff/fluff and stuff/staff/stiff.

Word Skills
 Spiral Review

Multisyllabic Words
Use Phonics Routine 8 and BLM 3.5 to practice 
blending multisyllabic words. Tell children they are 
going to practice reading two-syllable words with the 
VCCV pattern and with the ending -ing. Model with 
the word napkin.

• Scoop under the first syllable and say: /nap/.

• Scoop under the second syllable and say: /kin/.

• Sweep under the whole word and say: napkin.

Model again with the word selling.

Lead children in choral reading the words in each 
column. Scoop under the first syllable of a word and 
prompt children to respond. Scoop under the second 
syllable and prompt children to respond. Then sweep 
under the whole word as children say it.

Assign   Worktext Page 18 to be completed at 
workstations.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Provide children with a copy of BLM 3.5 in 
advance. Have them work with a partner to 
read the words. Tell children to mark syllables, 
underline base words and endings, or make any 
other marks that help them read the words. 

High-Frequency Words
Display High-Frequency Word Card off. Have 
children build the word with their BLM Practice 
Letters. Continue with the other seven words. Then go 
through the words again, but this time display each 
card only briefly and have children build the word 
without looking at it. Then display the card again so 
children can check their spelling.

Reread Connected Text
Tess and Jeff Help
Give each child a copy of the 
connected text. Have each child 
read the entire book to his or her 
partner. Remind readers to make 
their voices go up and down to 
help show the meaning of what 
they are reading. Have partners 
consider these questions after each reading:

• Where did the reader’s voice change so that the 
reading sounded like everyday speaking?

• Where could the reader have changed his or her 
voice so that the story was more interesting or 
easier to understand?

✺  AMPLIFY
Have pairs or groups of three practice and 
perform a dramatic reading of a chosen text. 
Remind them to use intonation just as they 
would when they are talking.

Spelling
Arrange children in groups of two or three, with one 
set of BLM Practice Letters for the group. 

• Say a spelling word.

• Group members work together to build the word 
as quickly as they can.

• All group members raise a hand when their word is 
complete. 

• When all groups are done, choose a group to spell 
the word aloud. Have the other groups check their 
own spelling and confirm that the word is correct.

• Continue with the other words in the list.

 Daily Writing
Dictate each sentence and have children write each 
one on a different line.

• Did you skip to class?

• Will you stop running and be still?

• Tad was glad he fixed the problem.

Have children use the proofing marks on BLM 3.4 to 
proofread their work independently or with a partner.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Randomly point to three words on BLM 3.5 and 
have children read them aloud. 

Reteach
Tell children that sometimes it helps to look for 
smaller words or word parts in longer words. 
Have children look for words on BLM 3.5 with 
the ending -ed or -ing. Have them cover the 
ending and blend and read only the base word. 
Then have them uncover the ending and blend 
and read the whole word. Do a similar exercise 
with the VCCV words in the list. Direct children 
to identify several VCCV words and to blend 
and read first the first syllable, then the second 
syllable, and then the whole word.

MATERIALS
 • Word Building Cards

 • BLM Practice Letters

 • BLMs 3.4 (one copy per child), 3.5

 • Worktext Page 18

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • High-Frequency Word Cards

 • Decodable Reader Tess and Jeff Help

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers
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Jeff Help

Decodable Reader

Tess and Jeff Help

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.
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Phonics
Build and Read Words
Use Phonics Routine 7 and the Word Building Cards 
to build word ladders. Have children follow along 
with their BLM Practice Letters. Display the word 
dress. Tap and blend the word. Then have children 
manipulate their letter cards as you say:
• Change d to p. What is the word? (press)

• Take away p and replace with s and t. What is the 
word? (stress)

Continue making word ladders with these words: 
drop/drip/trip/strip and till/still/skill.

✺  AMPLIFY
Have partners work together to build their own 
word ladders and record the words in their 
notebooks.

Word Sorts
Have partners sort this week’s BLM Practice Words 
into categories according to whether they begin 
with initial blends or end with double consonants. 
Alternatively, they can sort according to the number of 
letters in the word. After partners have finished sorting 
their cards, have pairs compare their sorts with other 
pairs of children and identify the differences.

Word Skills
 Spiral Review

Multisyllabic Words
Display BLM 3.5 and use Phonics Routine 8 to lead 
children in choral reading the words in each column.

Scoop under the first syllable of a word and prompt 
children to respond. Scoop under the second syllable 
and prompt children to respond. Then sweep under 
the whole word as children read it.

High-Frequency Words
Play a game of “Hot Potato.” Have children sit in a circle. 
Have children pass a beanbag or other soft object until 
you say “Hot Potato!” Display a High-Frequency Word 
Card. The child who has the “hot potato” reads the 
word. Hide the card and say, “Spell it.” The rest of the 
children in the circle spell the word aloud. Continue 
the game until all the words have been covered or all 
children have had a turn.

Reread Connected Text
Give copies of Tim Has a Mat, When Will It Pop?, and 
Tess and Jeff Help to each child. Have partners read 
aloud a chosen text by taking turns reading a page or 
sentence at a time. Then have them read another text 
in the same way. Remind them to make their voices go 
up and down as though they are talking.

✦  SCAFFOLD
For children who are not reading fluently or 
with appropriate intonation, revisit one of the 
Decodable Readers and lead children in echo 
reading several pages. Tell them to echo not 
only your words but also the sound of your voice 
as the pitch goes up and down or as you make it 
louder or softer. 

 Daily Writing
Ask children to choose a character from one of the 
connected texts they read and write about that 
character. Say: Is this character like you or different 
from you? Does this character act like you might act, 
or differently?

Prompt children to write a paragraph to tell how 
the character is similar to and different from them. 
Challenge children to use as many spelling words and 
high-frequency words in their writing as they can.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Ask children to write strap, spell, and still.

Reteach
Review initial consonant blends and words that 
end with double consonants. Have children 
compare any misspelled words to the correct 
spellings. Did they leave out a consonant in a 
blend? Guide them to identify the letters they 
missed and rewrite the words.

MATERIALS
 • Word Building Cards

 • BLM Practice Letters

 • BLM Practice Words

 • BLM 3.5

 • Decodable Readers Tim Has a Mat, When Will It Pop?, 
Tess and Jeff Help

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

 • beanbag or other soft object
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vistahigherlearning.com

Discover Phonics for Foundational Literacy is a dynamic,  
fully interactive print and digital English language arts foundational 
skills program designed to build phonemic awareness and phonetic 
skills children need to become strong, lifelong readers. Engaging songs, 
manipulatives, decodable readers, media, and hands-on games and 
activities motivate and teach children as they embark on an adventure  
to discover (and master!) the amazing world of phonics.
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