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 Phonemic Awareness
Learn the Rhyme

AZ Vocabulary Support the language in the rhyme on 
 Worktext Page 8. March around the room and use 

gestures to convey from here to there and everywhere.

Play the audio for children. Then teach children the 
movements to the rhyme and play it again, inviting 
children to chime in and move.

Blend Syllables
Explain that a syllable is a word or word part. Model 
blending the syllables in elbow. Point to your elbow 
and say:
• This is my elbow. I am going to say this word in two 

parts. Listen: el•bow. Repeat, marching in place as 
you say each syllable. 

• Now let’s blend the word parts together to make a 
whole word: elbow.

Then display Picture Cards purple, ruler, teacher. 
March in place as you say each word in parts. Have 
children repeat after you and then blend the syllables 
to say the whole word.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Look for children who are stepping but are not 
blending syllables. Provide additional practice, 
this time tapping your finger for each syllable, 
first with a long pause between the syllables and 
then with a shorter pause.

✺  AMPLIFY
Challenge children to blend longer words, such 
as: win•dow•sill, kin•der•gar•ten, work•sta•tion.

Alphabet Knowledge
View the Phonics Video
Play Phonics Video 1 again. Invite children to sing 
along. Tell children that we use the alphabet a lot and 
that we need to memorize each letter name.

Display the set of Alphabet Cards. Sing the song 
with children several times. Point to the cards as you 
sing each letter. Assign different letters to pairs of 
children and then sing the song having partners sing 
the letters they are assigned. 

Letter Formation: Aa
Play Alphabet Video “Aa.” Encourage children to write 
the uppercase and lowercase letters in their palms 
using their finger as they watch the video. Then guide 
them to repeat the keyword motion for apple as you 
say: a, apple, /a/.

Display Alphabet Card Aa. Ask volunteers to name 
the letter. Then show the back of the card and trace 
the letter as you explain how to form it. Encourage 
children to trace the letter in the air. 

Have children watch the Handwriting Tutorial Online 
and complete   Worktext Page 9 at workstations or 
guide the whole group to complete the page. At the 
start of each letter, make sure children have placed 
their pencils on the green dot. Then read the letter 
formation scripts at the bottom of the page.

✼  ENGLISH LEARNERS 
Some children may be familiar with a writing 
system that goes from right to left, with a non-
roman alphabet. Allow extra practice with letter 
formation for those children who need it.

Concepts of Print
Introduce Parts of a Book
Use Pre-Decodable Reader My Mom to teach 
children the parts of a book. Point to the front cover, 
back cover, and title page as you say:
• Every book has a front cover, back cover, and 

title page. When we read a book, we start at the 
front cover.

• Point out the title on the front cover. My Mom is 
the title of this book. The title always appears on the 
front cover. 

• Show the title page. The title of the book is also on 
the title page. 

• Flip through the pages. These are the pages in the 
book. How many pages are in this book? Count them 
with me. (8)

Have partners take turns pointing out the front 
cover, back cover, title page, and pages in their 
copies of My Mom.

Phonics
Introduce Sound-Spelling a /a/
Use Phonics Routine 1 and the Sound-Spelling Card 
to introduce the target phonics skill and review the 
Week 2 keyword motion in the front of the Teachers' 
Guide.

• Show the picture side of card a, showing only 
the image on the left side of the card. Make the 
keyword motion as you say: apple, /a/. Have 
children repeat the motion, keyword, and sound.

• Display the letter side of the card. Tap the letter 
and say the letter name: a. Have children repeat.

• Tap the letter again and show the keyword motion 
as you say: a, apple, /a/. Have children repeat.

MATERIALS
 • Worktext Pages 8–9

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • Picture Cards purple, ruler, teacher

 • Phonics Video 1

 • Alphabet Cards

 • Phonics Video “Aa”

 • Handwriting Tutorial Online

 • Pre-Decodable Reader My Mom

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

 • Sound-Spelling Cards a, m

 • Word Building Cards

 • High-Frequency Word Cards go, to and review words

 • BLM 2.1 (one copy per child)

 • BLM Practice Letters

 Ants in the House
The ants go marching all day long.
They go from here to there.
They come in from the garden.
They end up everywhere! 

Find ants in the kitchen.
Find ants in the hall.
Find ants in the attic,
Or anywhere at all!

WEEK 2
  
8

Week  2
DateName
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Phonics (continued)
Letter-Sound Strategy
Display Word Building Cards a, m. Explain to 
children that there are two kinds of letters: vowels and 
consonants, and that every word or word part has at 
least one vowel.

Move the Word Building Cards closer together 
to build the word am. Have children choral read 
the word.

Point out the colors on the Word Building Cards. Say: 
One color is for consonants, and the other color is for 
vowels. Which letter is a consonant in the word am? (m) 
Which letter is a vowel? (a)

Then hold up a variety of consonants and vowels 
one at a time. Have children use the colors on the 
Word Building Cards to guide them to sort the 
letters into two groups: consonants and vowels.

Letter Aa Hunt
Have partners work together to look for uppercase 
A and lowercase a in “Ants in the House” on   

 Worktext Page 8. Tell children to circle words that 
have Aa anywhere in the word. If time allows, display 
and reread the rhyme together, inviting children to 
share the Aa words they found.

High-Frequency Words
Spell-Out
Introduce go, to
Display the front of High-Frequency Word Card go. 
Say:
• This word is go. Read the sentence on the back of 

the card.

• Point just to the left of go. Ask: What is this word? 
(go) Sweep your finger under the word to signal 
children to respond. 

• Point just to the left of go. Ask: How do you spell 
go? (g, o) Point to each letter as children spell 
the word.

Repeat the procedure several times, ending with 
children reading the word.

Then continue with the high-frequency word to.

Distribute a copy of BLM 2.1 to each child. Have them 
cut apart the word cards and add the words to their 
practice set.

✺  AMPLIFY
Have children use their BLM Practice Letters to 
spell the high-frequency words go and to.

 Daily Writing
Dictate the following phrase: I go to, having children 
copy the word I from the board. Then have children 
draw a picture of a place they go to. 

Prompt children to check the spelling of the high-
frequency word go. For example, say: Is the word go 
spelled correctly? g, o, go.

Repeat for the spelling of the high-frequency 
word to. 

I go to .

✦  SCAFFOLD
Write the sentence starter I go to and have 
children copy it. On their paper, point to the 
word go and ask what the word is. Repeat with 
to. Cover the words you wrote and have children 
write each word without copying it.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Have children blend the following syllables 
to say words: po•ster, cray•on, mark•er, pa•per, 
col•ors. To support meaning, pick up or point 
to the object once children have blended 
the syllables.

Reteach
Say the syllables and then the blended word 
and have children repeat after you. For example, 
say: po•ster, poster. Say it with me: po•ster, 
poster. What’s the word? ( poster) Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Boston, Massachusetts

go
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Phonemic Awareness
Segment Syllables
Have children sit in a circle. Review that a syllable is 
a word or a word part. Display Picture Card zebra. 
Model how to segment the syllables in zebra. Say: 
• This is a zebra. I am going to say the word in parts. 

I will clap for each word part, or syllable, I say. 
Listen: ze•bra.

• How many times did I clap? (2) Right! There are two 
word parts, or syllables, in zebra.

• Now we’ll play a game. I will show you a picture. The 
person next to me will say the word. The next person 
will say the word in parts and clap for each word part, 
or syllable. The next person will tell how many word 
parts, or syllables, are in the word. 

Use Picture Cards or Sound-Spelling Cards that 
have picture names with two or three syllables. 
Continue the game until everyone has a turn to clap 
out syllables.

✦  SCAFFOLD
If children have difficulty, have them repeat after 
you as you say the word and clap the syllables. 
Ask: How many times did you clap?

Alphabet Knowledge
View the Phonics Video
Play Phonics Video 1. Invite children to sing along 
to the song.

Review Letters
Take children on an alphabet walk around the 
classroom or school. As you come to signs or labels, 
point to a letter and call on a volunteer. Ask: What 
letter is this? Is it an uppercase letter or a lowercase 
letter? Use your finger to trace the letter on the sign.

Then sing the alphabet song with children. Raise 
your hand to stop the singing several times. Stop the 
singing when you sing a letter that was seen on the 
alphabet walk. Ask children where they saw the letter.

Phonics
Review Sound-Spelling a /a/
Use Phonics Routine 2 and the Sound-Spelling Card 
to review the phonics skill and keyword with motion. 
Remind children of the keyword apple. Show the 
picture side of the card, showing only the image on 
the left. Invite children to make the keyword motion. 
Then show the letter side of the card again and model 
the steps.

• Tap the letter and say its name: a.

• Say the keyword and do the motion: apple.

• Say the sound: /a/.

• Have children repeat: a, apple, /a/.

Assign   Worktext Page 10 to be completed at 
independent workstations.

High-Frequency Words
Read, Spell, Write, Extend
Review each word using the High-Frequency Word 
Cards and the High-Frequency Word Routine 1.
• Read the sentence on the card. Point to the word 

in boldface and read it aloud. Have children repeat 
the word.

• Spell the word aloud and have children repeat.

• Write the word, saying each letter aloud as you 
write it. Then have children write the word as they 
say each letter aloud.

Extend learning by holding up one of the known 
high-frequency words, a, the, go, to, and calling on a 
volunteer to read it. Continue until all children have 
had an opportunity to read more than one word.

Assign   Worktext Pages 11–12 to be completed at 
independent workstations.

✺  AMPLIFY
Have children use the high-frequency words in 
sentences. Challenge them to use more than 
one word in a sentence.

Read Connected Text: Ants Go 
to School
Give each child a copy of the 
connected text. Ask children to 
identify the front cover, back 
cover, and title page of the book. 
Read the title aloud. 

• Preview Help children briefly 
preview each page. Have 
children predict what they 
think the ants will do at school.

• Model Reading Read the 
book aloud. As you read, run your finger under the 
text from left to right. Explain that when you read, 
you always begin with the first word on the left 
and read across the page to the right.

 Daily Writing
Have children draw a picture of one of the ants from 
the story. Help them label the picture with the word 
ant. If necessary, children can copy the word from 
the book.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Display Alphabet Card Aa. Say the following 
words: alligator, ball, apple, open, am, at, table. 
Have children point to the card for words with 
initial sound /a/ or give a thumbs-down for 
words that do not have initial sound /a/.

Reteach
If children have difficulty, help them isolate the 
initial sound and compare it to /a/ in apple. Ask: 
What is the first sound in alligator? (/a/) What is 
the first sound in apple? (/a/) Is it the same sound 
or different? (same sound) What letter does apple 
begin with? (a)

MATERIALS
 • Picture Cards

 • Sound-Spelling Cards 

 • Phonics Video 1

 • Worktext Pages 10–12

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • High-Frequency Word Cards 

 • Pre-Decodable Reader Ants Go to School

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

 • Alphabet Card Aa

Boston, MassachusettsBoston, Massachusetts

a
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Ants Go to School

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.

Pre-Decodable Reader
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Phonemic Awareness
Delete Syllables
Tell children you are going to say a word. Then you will 
say the word without one of its parts, or syllables. They 
will say the remaining word part, or syllable. Model 
with the word jacket. Say:
• Listen: jacket. I wear a jacket when I am cold. 

• Now I will say jacket without the second syllable:  
/jak/.

• What is the remaining syllable? /et/. Say it with me:  
/et/. 

Repeat, having children take away the first or second 
syllable in each of these words: ba•sket, hel•met, 
mag•net, nap•kin, zi•pper. Use each word in a sentence 
to support meaning.

Alphabet Knowledge
Letter Names
Display the Alphabet Cards. Play Phonics Video 1 
and have children sing and clap along. Point to the 
cards as you sing each letter.

Divide the class into two groups. Shuffle the Alphabet 
Cards. Then show one card at a time to one team 
and then the other team. Each team earns a point for 
correctly naming the letter. 

Phonics
Review Sound-Spelling a /a/
Use Phonics Routine 2 and Sound-Spelling Card a 
to review the phonics skill together. Display the letter 
a. Ask: What is the letter? (a) What is the keyword? 
(apple) What sound does it stand for? (/a/)

✼  ENGLISH LEARNERS 
Language Transfer Many languages have a 
sound that is like /a/ but may sound closer to  
/ah/. Point to the shape of your mouth as you 
say /a/ and have children make the same shape. 
Articulation Scripts are available in the front of 
the Teachers’ Guide.

Word Work
Picture Sort
Place Alphabet Card Aa at the top of a pocket chart. 
Explain to children that you will show a picture and say 
its name. Then they should decide if the picture has 
medial sound /a/ and should go on the chart. Model 
the activity with the picture of the bat on Sound-
Spelling Card b. Ask:
• What’s the name of the picture? (bat)

• Is /a/ the middle sound in bat? (yes)

• Right! Now I’ll put the picture under the letters Aa.

Repeat the modeling with Sound-Spelling Card ch. 
Ask:
• What’s the name of the picture? (chin)

• Is /a/ the middle sound in chin? (no)

• Since chin does not have the middle sound /a/, I’ll put 
the picture on the table.

Continue with Sound-Spelling Cards ck, d, f, h, t, v, x.

✺  AMPLIFY
Have children look through classroom books 
to find words that have the sound /a/ in the 
middle. Have them copy the words.

High-Frequency Words
Hold up the High-Frequency Word Cards one at a 
time. Invite children to read aloud and spell each of 
the words. Then invite volunteers to use each of the 
words in a sentence. 

Read Connected Text: 
Ants Go to School
Give each child a copy of the 
connected text. Call on children 
to identify the front cover, back 
cover, and title page. Then have 
children follow along as you read 
the book page by page. 

Confirm Comprehension
Ask literal questions such as these to confirm 
comprehension:

• Who goes to school? (ants)

• What places do the ants go? (school, class, library, 
art room, cafeteria, gym)

• At the end of the day, where do the ants go? (home)

✦  SCAFFOLD
If children have difficulty with the questions, 
have them listen to the story again with the 
Audio Sync Decodable Reader. 

 Daily Writing
Write About Reading 
Have children draw a picture of one of the places 
the ants go in the school. Have them dictate a label for 
their pictures.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Have children delete the first and then second 
syllable from these words: gar•den, ki•tchen, 
march•ing, bush•es.

Reteach
Say each word and have children tap the 
syllables in the word. Then say the word again, 
covering your lips for the syllable to be deleted. 
Have children say the remaining syllable.

MATERIALS
 • Alphabet Cards

 • Phonics Video 1

 • Sound-Spelling Cards a, b, ch, ck, d, f, h, t, v, x

 • High-Frequency Word Cards go, to

 • Pre-Decodable Reader Ants Go to School

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

Ants Go to School

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.

Pre-Decodable Reader

PHO23_LK_DR_w02_Ants_CVR.indd   1 21/07/2021   15:25
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Phonemic Awareness
Recognize Rhyme
Explain that rhyming words are words that end 
with the same sounds. Provide examples, such as  
fish/dish, coat/boat. Then tell children they will listen 
to pairs of words. If the words rhyme, they will hop to 
the “yes” corner. If the words do not rhyme, they will 
walk to the “no” corner. Point out a yes corner and a 
“no” corner. Say: 
• Let’s do the first one together. Listen: box, fox. Do 

box and fox rhyme? (yes) Right! Let’s hop to the 
yes corner.

• Listen to these words: map, can. Do map and can 
rhyme? (no) Right! Let’s walk to the no corner. 

Continue with these word pairs: bat/hat, light/hat,  
fan/van, bat/fan, kite/light, hat/hand. 

✦  SCAFFOLD
Model the correct responses for pairs that 
children do not identify correctly. For example, 
say: Listen carefully: Fox has /ox/. Box has /ox/. 
They both have /ox/, so they rhyme.

Alphabet Knowledge
Identify Letters 
Play Phonics Video 1 and have children sing and 
clap along. 

Distribute children’s name cards. Review that the 
first letter in a name is an uppercase letter. Invite 
volunteers to name the uppercase letter at the 
beginning of their names. 

Then sing the alphabet song with children again. 
Have them raise their hand when they sing the letter 
at the beginning of their names. 

Phonics
Identify Words with a /a/
Use Sound-Spelling Card a to review the phonics 
skill and keyword with motion. Remind children of 
the keyword apple. Show the picture side of the card, 
showing only the image on the left. Invite children to 
make the keyword motion.

Then display the picture side of Picture Cards beach, 
black, crab, grass, moon, name one at a time. Say the 
names of the pictures and ask children to clap their 
hands if the picture name has the sound /a/.

High-Frequency Words
Review known high-frequency words using the  
High-Frequency Word Cards. Say the high-frequency 
words one at a time. 

Invite children to choose and hold up their matching 
BLM Practice Word for each high-frequency word you 
say. Then have them chant the letters in the word and 
use the word in a sentence. 

Reread Connected Text: Ants Go 
to School
Read Ants Go to School to 
children. Tell children that the 
setting of a story is where and 
when a story happens. 

Ask children to name the setting 
of the story. Have them describe 
each place the ants go.

 Daily Writing
Remind children that the ants in this story go to many 
places in their school. Ask: What places do you like to 
go to at school? Draw a picture to show where you like 
to go. 

Have children tell about their drawings. 

✺  AMPLIFY
Challenge children to write a sentence about 
their drawing. Provide this sentence frame: 
I like to go to ____.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Hold up Alphabet Cards one at a time and have 
children name the letters.

Reteach
Have children watch Phonics Video 1 again. 
Say a letter name and have children hold up 
their matching BLM Practice Letter. Then 
display the Alphabet Card for children to check 
for accuracy.

MATERIALS
 • Phonics Video 1

 • Sound-Spelling Card a

 • Picture Cards beach, black, crab, grass, moon, name

 • High-Frequency Word Cards

 • BLM Practice Words

 • Pre-Decodable Reader Ants Go to School

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

 • Alphabet Cards

 • BLM Practice Letters

Boston, MassachusettsBoston, Massachusetts

a
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Ants Go to School

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.

Pre-Decodable Reader
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Alphabet Knowledge
Recite the Alphabet
Play Phonics Video 1 and have children sing and clap 
along. Play the video again, but this time have children 
sing the song without sound. 

After singing, have pairs of children recite the 
alphabet. Listen for children who need additional 
practice.

Concepts of Print
Review Parts of a Book 
Use Pre-Decodable Reader Ants Go to School to 
review book parts. Have children identify the front 
cover, back cover, title page, and pages. Ask: Where do 
we see the title of the book? (on the front cover and the 
title page)

Phonics
Review Sound-Spelling a /a/
Use Phonics Routine 2 and the Sound-Spelling Card 
to review the phonics skill together. Display the letter 
a. Ask: What is the letter? (a) What is the keyword?
(apple) What sound does it stand for? (/a/)

Word Sort 
Work with children to sort word cards into two groups: 
one with words that have letter a and one with words 
that do not. Display the word side of Picture Cards 
crab, nest, sand, fish, grass, wind, clock, sun. Read each 
word aloud. 

✺ AMPLIFY
Challenge children to name other words to sort 
into the group of words that have the letter a.

High-Frequency Words
Display High-Frequency Word Cards go and to. Call 
on children to choose a word, read it, spell it, and use 
it in a sentence. Continue until all children have had 
a turn.

Then have pairs of children choose one of the words 
to find in classroom displays and books.

Reread Connected Texts
Distribute copies of the Pre-Decodable Readers Ants 
Go to School and My Mom to children. Have partners 
take turns identifying the front cover, back cover, title 
page, and story pages in each book.

 Daily Writing
Read aloud the rhyme on   Worktext Page 8. 
Then ask children where you can find ants. Write the 
following sentence frame: You can find ants in the 
____. Have children copy and complete the sentence 
frame. They can copy the word from the rhyme, dictate 
the word, or draw a picture.

✦ SCAFFOLD
Write the sentence frame for children. Have 
them complete the sentence orally. Help them 
label their drawings.

✷ ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Display High-Frequency Cards go and to. Have 
children read the words. Then cover the cards, 
say each word, and have children spell it.

Reteach
Have children read the words and spell them. 
Then say a word and have children hold up their 
matching BLM Practice Word. Repeat until all 
children consistently hold up the correct cards.

MATERIALS
• Picture Cards bird, clock, crab, deer, elephant, fish, 

grass, nest, sand, sun, tiger, wind, zebra

• Sound-Spelling Cards a, c, d, g, o

• Phonics Video 1

• Pre-Decodable Readers Ants Go to School, My Mom

• Audio Sync Decodable Readers

• High-Frequency Word Cards go, to

• Worktext Page 8

• BLM Practice Words

Boston, MassachusettsBoston, Massachusetts

a
PHO23_SS_cards.indd   5 13/07/2021   22:32
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tapeapple
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Phonemic Awareness
Review Segment Syllables 
Have children play a game to segment words into 
syllables. Draw three circles. Tell children that each 
circle is a different farmyard. Label each farmyard with 
numbers 1, 2, 3.

Display Picture Card elephant. Say: This is an 
elephant. Listen to me as I clap the word parts in 
elephant: e•le•phant. There are three word parts. So, 
I put the elephant in farmyard 3.

Distribute pictures to children and have them clap the 
word parts for each animal. Use Picture Cards bird, 
crab, deer, tiger, zebra, and the picture side of Sound-
Spelling Cards c, d, o, g. Invite children to add more 
animal names. 
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