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 Phonemic Awareness
Learn the Song

AZ Vocabulary Support the language in the 
song. Point to your socks. Pantomime searching for 
something to support the meaning of lost. 

Play the song audio for children. Then teach children 
the movements to the song and play it again, inviting 
children to sing along and move. 

Generate Rhyme
Tell children that rhyming words are words that end 
with the same sounds. Point to the words in the song 
on   Worktext Page 14 as you say: 
• Listen as I say two words from the song: lots, dots. 

Lots and dots end with the same sounds, /ots/, so 
they rhyme.

• Now I will say another word: silly. Does silly rhyme 
with lots and dots? (no) 

Display the picture side of Sound-Spelling Cards 
b, c, f, g, h, k, l, v. Hold up a card. Call on children to 
name the pictures and find another picture whose 
name rhymes.

Then challenge children to name more words that 
rhyme. When displaying Sound-Spelling Cards c 
and g, show only the first image on each card.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Display the picture side of two Sound-Spelling 
Cards. Say the picture names and have children 
tell if they rhyme.

Alphabet Knowledge
Review the Phonics Video
Play Phonics Video 1. Invite children to sing along. 

Remind children that letters can be written in two 
ways. Display Alphabet Cards Aa, Mm, and Ss and 
point out the uppercase and lowercase forms for 
each letter.

Then create sets of uppercase and lowercase 
letters for each child’s name. Spell each child’s 
name with uppercase letter cards. Give the child a 
set of lowercase letters. Have the child match the 
lowercase letters to the uppercase letters in his or 
her name.

Letter Formation: Ss
Play Phonics Video “Ss.” Encourage children to write 
the uppercase and lowercase letters in their palms 
using their finger as they watch the video. Then guide 
them to repeat the keyword motion for sun as you 
say: s, sun, /s/.

Display Alphabet Card Ss. Ask volunteers to name 
the letter. Then show the back of the card and trace 
the letter as you explain how to form it. Encourage 
children to write the letter in the air. 

Have children watch the Handwriting Tutorial Online 
and complete   Worktext Page 15 at workstations, 
or guide whole groups to complete the page. 

At the start of each letter, make sure children have 
placed their pencils on the green dot. Then read the 
letter formation scripts at the bottom of the page.

✺  AMPLIFY
Have children identify words in the song on  

 Worktext Page 14 with the initial sound /s/.

Concepts of Print
Directionality
Use Pre-Decodable Reader Ants Go to School to 
teach children that we read books from beginning to 
end, from front to back. Point to the cover. Say:
• This is the front of the book. We open the front of the 

book to begin reading.

• Turn to the first page, and then page through the 
book, stopping on the last page. This is where we 
start reading. We read each page, one at a time, until 
we reach the end of the book.

• Point to the back cover. This is the back of the book. 
We read books from beginning to end, front to back.

Then call on children to demonstrate how to read the 
book from beginning to end, front to back.

Phonics
Introduce Sound-Spelling s /s/
Use Phonics Routine 1 and the Sound-Spelling Card 
to introduce the target phonics skill and review the 
Week 3 keyword motion in the front of the Teachers' 
Guide. Make the keyword motion as you say: sun, /s/. 
Have children repeat the motion, keyword, and sound.

• Show the picture on the left side of the card. Make 
the keyword motion as you say: sun, /s/. Have 
children repeat the motion, keyword, and sound. 

• Display the letter side of the card. Tap the letter 
and say the letter name: s. Have children repeat.

• Tap the letter again and show the keyword motion 
as you say: s, sun, /s/. Have children repeat.

 Spiral Review
Use Phonics Routine 3 and the Sound-Spelling 
Cards to review the keywords and sounds for m and 
short a. 

MATERIALS
 • Worktext Pages 14–15

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • Sound-Spelling Cards b, c, f, g, h, k, l, s, v and review 
letters a, m

 • Phonics Video 1

 • Alphabet Cards Aa, Mm, Ss

 • Phonics Video “Ss”

 • Handwriting Tutorial Online

 • Pre-Decodable Reader Ants Go to School

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

 • High-Frequency Word Cards and, like and review words

 • BLM 3.1 (one copy per child)

 • BLM Practice Words

 Silly Sock Day
(Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.”)

I lost my silly socks.
I lost my silly socks;
My stripy socks with polka dots,
I lost my silly socks!

Do you see my socks?
Do you see my socks?
My silly socks with lots and lots
Of stripes and polka dots?
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Phonics (continued)
Letter-Sound Strategy
Guide children to use their knowledge of letter name 
s to help them remember its sound, /s/. Display 
Alphabet Card Ss. Say: 
• When I tap under the letters, say the letter names 

aloud. (uppercase S, lowercase s) 

• Yes, these are the letters uppercase S and lowercase s. 

• Listen as I say letter s a sound at a time: /e/ /s/. Now 
you say it with me: /e/ /s/.

• The sound the letter s stands for is the last sound in its 
name: /s/. What sound does letter s stand for? (/s/)

• How can you remember the sound? (It’s the last 
sound in the letter name.) 

Letter Ss Hunt
Have partners work together to look for uppercase 
S and lowercase s in “Silly Sock Day” on   Worktext 
Page 14. Tell children to underline words whose first 
letter is S or s. If time allows, display and reread the 
rhyme together, inviting children to clap when they 
say the Ss words they find.

✼  ENGLISH LEARNERS 
Language Transfer
Most children will be familiar with the sound /s/. 
Have them name words in their home language 
that have initial sound /s/.

High-Frequency Words
Spell-Out
Introduce and, like
Display the front of High-Frequency Word Card and. 
Say:
• This word is and. Read the sentence on the back of 

the card.

• Point just to the left of and. Ask: What is this word? 
(and) Sweep your finger under the word to signal 
children to respond. 

• Point just to the left of and. Ask: How do you spell 
and? (a, n, d) Point to each letter as children spell 
the word. 

Repeat the procedure several times, ending with 
children reading the word. 

Then continue with the high-frequency word like.

Distribute a copy of BLM 3.1 to each child. Have them 
cut apart the word cards and add the words to their 
practice set.

 Spiral Review
Use High-Frequency Word Routine 3, High-
Frequency Word Cards, and BLM Practice Words 
to review a, go, the, to.

 Daily Writing
Dictate the following phrase: I like. Have children write 
the phrase and draw a picture of something they like 
that has the initial sound /s/. Have them label their 
picture with the letter s. 

Prompt children to check the spelling of the high-
frequency word like. For example, ask: Is the word 
like spelled correctly? like, l, i, k, e.

 

I like .

✺  AMPLIFY
Challenge children to complete this sentence 
frame, drawing pictures of two things they like: 
I like ____ and ____.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Point out that the word I is spelled I and is always 
capitalized. Children can check the spelling of 
the high-frequency word like against the High-
Frequency Word Cards.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Say the following rhyming pairs of words:  
bat/sat, can/man, sun/run. Have children name 
another word that rhymes with each pair.

Reteach
Write the word bat at the top of a chart. Read the 
word and then have children read it with you. 
Say: Let’s think of as many words as we can that 
rhyme with bat. Invite volunteers to say words 
that rhyme with bat. (cat, fat, hat, mat, pat, rat, 
sat) Repeat for other groups of rhyming words.

Boston, Massachusetts
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Uppercase

1. Circle left to the midline, 
then circle right to the 
bottom.

Lowercase

1. Start at the midline and 
circle left, then circle right 
to the bottom.
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Phonemic Awareness
Categorize Rhyme
Remind children that rhyming words are words that 
end with the same sounds. Invite a volunteer to say a 
pair of rhyming words. Then say: 
• I will say a group of words. Listen for a word that does 

not rhyme with the other words: cat, bat, mop. 

• Which word does not rhyme? (mop) Right! Mop does 
not rhyme with cat and bat because it does not have 
the same ending sounds. 

Say the following sets of words: sail/pail/late,  
nose/leg/rose, jump/pump/nest, bake/rake/sack. Ask 
children to name the word that doesn’t rhyme in each 
set of words.

Alphabet Knowledge
Review the Phonics Video
Play Phonics Video 1, “The Alphabet Song.” Invite 
children to sing along. 

Review Letters
Remind children that each letter has an uppercase and 
lowercase form. Write the following previously taught 
letters in random order: M, m, A, a, S, s. Print each letter 
several times.

Point to each letter and have children name it. Then 
have them find a matching uppercase or lowercase 
letter. Discuss the similarities and differences of each 
pair of uppercase and lowercase letters.

Phonics
Review Sound-Spelling s /s/
Use Phonics Routine 2 and the Sound-Spelling Card 
to review the phonics skill and keyword with motion. 
Remind children of the keyword sun. Show the picture 
side of the card, showing only the image on the left. 
Invite children to make the keyword motion. Then 
show the letter side of the card again and model 
the steps.

• Tap the letter and say its name: s.

• Say the keyword and do the motion: sun.

• Say the sound: /s/.

• Have children repeat: s, sun, /s/.

Assign   Worktext Page 16 to be completed at 
independent workstations.

✺  AMPLIFY
Have partners take turns saying words with 
initial sound /s/.

High-Frequency Words
Read, Spell, Write, Extend
Review each word using the High-Frequency Word 
Cards and High-Frequency Word Routine 1.
• Read the sentence on the card. Point to the word 

in boldface and read it aloud. Have children repeat 
the word. 

• Spell the word aloud and have children repeat. 

• Write the word, saying each letter aloud as you 
write it. Then have children write the word in the 
air as they say each letter aloud. 

Extend learning by playing a game. Cover up all but 
the first letter on each High-Frequency Word Card. 
Then say the word and have children name the next 
letter. Uncover the letter to check children’s responses. 
Continue until all the letters have been named and 
uncovered in each word.

Assign   Worktext Pages 17–18 to be completed at 
independent workstations.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Help children develop automatic recognition of 
the high-frequency words. Hold up each card 
one at a time and have children chant each 
word and spelling three times.

Read Connected Text: What Do 
You Like?
Give each child a copy of the 
connected text. Have children 
point out the front cover, back 
cover, and title page. Then invite 
a volunteer to show you where 
to start reading and how to read 
from beginning to end.

• Preview Help children briefly 
preview each page. Discuss 
what is happening in the 
illustrations.

• Model Reading Read the book aloud. As you 
read, model how to page through the book from 
beginning to end, front to back. 

 Daily Writing
Have children draw a picture of something a child 
from the story likes to do. Have them dictate a 
sentence about the picture.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Display High-Frequency Word Cards like and 
and. Have children read the words. Then cover 
up the cards and have children spell the words.

Reteach
Display the cards like and and. Have children 
use their BLM Practice Letters to build each 
word. Then have partners take turns reading and 
spelling each word.

MATERIALS
 • Phonics Video 1

 • Sound-Spelling Card s

 • Worktext Pages 16–18

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • High-Frequency Word Cards and, like

 • Pre-Decodable Reader What Do You Like?

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

 • BLM Practice Letters

Boston, Massachusetts
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Pre-Decodable Reader

What Do You Like?

Support students as they take their first steps 
towards literacy.

Vista Higher Learning’s Decodable Readers help students  

build essential early literacy skills to become successful 

readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 

provide the building blocks for literacy.
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Phonemic Awareness
Blend Onset and Rime
Display Picture Cards fish, fox, goose, seal, sheep, tiger, 
zebra. Tell children they will play a game. Say:
• I am going to say the name of an animal in two parts. 

I will say the first sound and then the rest of the word. 
Then I will blend the sounds to say the animal name. 

• Listen: /sh/ /ēp/, sheep. Listen again: /sh/ /ēp/. What 
is the animal name? (sheep) Right! Invite a volunteer 
to hold up Picture Card sheep. 

Repeat with the remaining cards.

Alphabet Knowledge
Uppercase and Lowercase Letters
Play Phonics Video 1. Have children sing along.

Write an uppercase letter. Have children name the 
letter. Then have them look through classroom reading 
materials to find matching lowercase letters. Continue 
with other uppercase letters.

Then repeat the procedure by writing lowercase 
letters.

Phonics
Review Sound-Spelling s /s/
Use Phonics Routine 2 and Sound-Spelling Card s to 
review the phonics skill together. Display the letter s. 
Ask: What is the letter? (s) What is the keyword? (sun) 
What sound does the letter stand for? (/s/)

✺  AMPLIFY
Have partners look through classroom books 
to find words whose first letter is s. Have them 
write the words in a list.

Word Work
Picture Sort
Place Alphabet Cards Mm and Ss on opposite sides 
of a pocket chart. Name the letters with children. 
Tell children you will show them a picture and say its 
name. Then they should decide whether the picture 
begins with m or s and on which side it should be 
placed on the chart. Model the activity with the 
picture of the sun on Sound-Spelling Card s. Ask:
• What is the name of this picture? (sun)

• What is the first sound you hear in sun? (/s/)

• What letter stands for the sound /s/? (s)

• I’ll put the picture under the letters Ss.

Repeat with the picture of the map on Sound-
Spelling Card m.

Continue with Picture Cards man, moon, sand, seal, 
sun. Name the cards with children and have them 
identify the initial sounds. Have them place each card 
on the correct side of the chart.

High-Frequency Words
Hold up the High-Frequency Word Cards one at 
a time. Invite children to read aloud and spell each 
of the words. Then invite children to use each of the 
words in a sentence. 

✼  ENGLISH LEARNERS 
If children don’t use complete sentences, recast 
their responses in complete sentences and have 
children repeat them.

Read Connected Text: What Do 
You Like?
Give each child a copy of the 
connected text. Call on children 
to identify the front cover, back 
cover, and title page. Then have 
children follow along as you read 
the book page by page. 

Monitor children to be sure 
they turn the pages in the right 
direction and follow along from 
beginning to end, front to back. 
Stop occasionally to have children show which page to 
read next and where to begin reading on a page.

Confirm Comprehension
Ask literal questions such as these to confirm 
comprehension:

• Who are the people in the story? (children)

• What does the story tell about? (things the children 
like to do)

✦  SCAFFOLD
Have children listen to the Audio Sync 
Decodable Reader as they practice following 
along from the front of the book to the back.

 Daily Writing
Write About Reading 
Have children draw a picture of one of the things the 
children in the story like to do. Have children dictate 
a label for their pictures. Have them write any letters 
they know.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Display Picture Cards moon and seal. Say the 
name of each picture and have children name 
the letter at the beginning of each picture name.

Reteach
Review Sound-Spelling Cards m and s and 
the keywords. Remind children of the keyword 
motions. Have children say the letter, keyword, 
and sound while doing the movement.

MATERIALS
 • Picture Cards fish, fox, goose, man, moon, sand, seal, 

sheep, sun, tiger, zebra

 • Phonics Video 1

 • Alphabet Cards Mm, Ss

 • Sound-Spelling Cards m, s

 • High-Frequency Word Cards and, like

 • Pre-Decodable Reader What Do You Like?

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers
Boston, Massachusetts
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readers. A wide range of engaging, beautifully illustrated 

readers, including pre-decodable and decodable readers, 
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Phonemic Awareness
Segment Onset and Rime
Display Picture Card sun. Tell children you will say the 
word in two parts: the first sound and then the rest of 
the word. Say:
• Listen as I say the word sun in two parts: sun, /s/ /un/. 

Pause briefly between the two parts.

• The first part of sun is /s/. The second part is /un/.

• Now you say the word and then the sounds with me. 
Clap for each sound you say: sun, /s/ /un/. 

Continue with the following Picture Cards: fish, lake, 
coat, moon, rock. Have children clap for each word 
part as they segment each picture name into its onset 
and rime.

 

Alphabet Knowledge
Uppercase and Lowercase Letters
Play Phonics Video 1 and have children sing along. 
Have them clap when they sing a, m, s, and the first 
letter of their names.

Then play a matching game with children. Use index 
cards to make a set of uppercase and lowercase letter 
cards for the letters Aa, Mm, and Ss. 

Place the cards facedown. Then call on children to 
turn over two cards at a time. If the uppercase and 
lowercase letters match, have children name them and 
pick them up. Continue with other children until all of 
the letter cards have been matched. Repeat until all 
children have a turn. You can extend the game with 
other letters in the alphabet.

✦  SCAFFOLD
Have children refer to the Alphabet Cards 
to help them match uppercase and lowercase 
letters.

Phonics
Identify Words with s /s/
Use Sound-Spelling Card s to review the phonics 
skill and keyword with motion. Remind children of the 
keyword sun. Show only the image on the left side of 
the card. Invite children to make the keyword motion. 

Then display Picture Cards bird, sky, sink, soap, sun, 
and tiger, one at a time. Say the names of the pictures 
and ask children to make the sound /s/ if the picture 
name has initial sound /s/.

High-Frequency Words
Review known high-frequency words. Display 
High-Frequency Word Cards a, and, go, like, the, 
to. Play “Guess the Word.” Say the first letter of a high-
frequency word, pause, and give a clue. For example, 
say:
• The word begins with a.

• It has three letters.

• It rhymes with band.

Children guess the word by holding up their BLM 
Practice Word. Continue giving clues until all children 
hold up the correct card.

Reread Connected Text: What Do 
You Like?
Read What Do You Like? to 
children. Explain that the words 
and pictures both give 
information about the story. 

Read the story page by page 
with children. Stop to discuss 
the details in the pictures. Help 
children to understand that the 
pictures give more information 
about what the words say.

 Daily Writing
Review that the children in the story like to do 
different things. Say: What is something you like to do? 
Draw a picture to show what you like to do. 

Then have children dictate a label for their drawings. 
Have them write any letters they know.

✺  AMPLIFY
Challenge children to write a sentence about 
their drawing. Provide this sentence frame if 
necessary: I like ____.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Say the following words one at a time: mask, sit, 
sand, lamp, sick. Have children identify the words 
with initial sound /s/.

Reteach
Display Sound-Spelling Card s. Have children 
compare the beginning sound of each word to 
the beginning sound of sun. Ask: Are the first 
sounds the same? What are the sounds?

MATERIALS
 • Picture Cards: bird, coat, fish, lake, moon, rock, sink, sky, 

soap, sun, tiger

 • Phonics Video 1

 • Sound-Spelling Card s

 • High-Frequency Word Cards 

 • Pre-Decodable Reader What Do You Like?

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

 • Alphabet Cards Aa, Mm, Ss

 • BLM Practice Words

 • index cards with Aa, Mm, Ss

Boston, Massachusetts
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Phonemic Awareness
Review Generate Rhyme
Tell children they will play a rhyming game. Have them 
stand in a line next to each other facing you. Say:
• I will say two words. If the words rhyme, you take 

a step forward. If you can say another word that 
rhymes, you take another step forward! 

• Let’s try it. Listen: lake, bake. Do lake and bake 
rhyme? (yes) Right! Take a step forward. 

• Now raise your hand if you can say another word that 
rhymes with lake and bake. Call on children to name 
other words that rhyme with lake and bake. Have 
each child who says a rhyming word take another 
step forward. 

Continue with the following word pairs: cat/hat,  
pail/pot, fan/man, bug/mug, boat/bag.

✺  AMPLIFY
Have partners take turns saying a word and 
having the partner say a word that rhymes.

Alphabet Knowledge
Uppercase and Lowercase Letters
Play Phonics Video 1 and have children raise their 
hand when they hear the letter at the beginning of 
their names.

After singing, display the Alphabet Cards in random 
order. Name an uppercase or lowercase letter and 
invite a volunteer to find and hold up the Alphabet 
Card. Repeat until all children correctly identify a 
few letters.

Concepts of Print
Review Directionality
Have children use Pre-Decodable Reader What Do 
You Like? to demonstrate how to read from beginning 
to end, front to back. Say:
• Open to the first page of the book. Point to where you 

start reading. 

• Now show me how you turn the pages to read from 
the beginning to the end of the book.

Continue for each page of the book. Check that 
children turn the pages from beginning to end, front 
to back.

Phonics
Review Sound-Spelling s /s/
Use Phonics Routine 2 and the Sound-Spelling Card 
to review the phonics skill together. Display the letter 
s. Ask: What is the letter? (s) What is the keyword? (sun) 
What sound does it stand for? (/s/)

Word Sort
Display the word side of Picture Cards ball, goose, 
jump, lake, man, moon, seal, sun in random order. 
Read each word aloud. Work with children to sort the 
cards into two groups: one with words that begin 
with the letter m and one with words that begin with 
the letter s.

High-Frequency Words
Display High-Frequency Word Cards and and like. 
Call on children to choose a word, read it, spell it, and 
use it in a sentence. Continue until all children have 
had a turn.

Have children build the word and with their BLM 
Practice Letters. Then have them mix up the cards 
and spell the word again after you cover the High-
Frequency Word Card. Then uncover the card and 
have children check their spelling. Repeat with the 
word like. 

✦  SCAFFOLD
Provide sentence frames with the high-frequency 
words that children can complete orally.

Reread Connected Texts
Distribute copies of Pre-Decodable Readers My 
Mom, Ants Go to School, and What Do You Like? Have 
partners take turns demonstrating how to read a book 
from beginning to end, front to back. Have them show 
where they begin reading on each page.

 Daily Writing
Read aloud the song on   Worktext Page 14. 
Then ask children what the girl lost in the song. 
Write and display the following sentence frame: 
She lost her ____.

Have children copy and complete the sentence frame. 
Children can copy the word from the page, dictate the 
word, or draw a picture.

✷  ASSESS AND RETEACH

Assess
Display High-Frequency Word Cards and, like. 
Have children read them aloud.

Reteach
Have children read the words and name the 
letters in the words. Then say a word and have 
children hold up their matching BLM Practice 
Word. Repeat until all children consistently hold 
up the correct cards.

MATERIALS
 • Phonics Video 1

 • Alphabet Cards

 • Pre-Decodable Readers My Mom, Ants Go to School, 
What Do You Like?

 • Audio Sync Decodable Readers

 • Sound-Spelling Card s

 • Picture Cards ball, goose, jump, lake, man, moon, 
seal, sun

 • High-Frequency Word Cards and, like

 • BLM Practice Letters

 • Worktext Page 14

 • Worktext Audio Online

 • BLM Practice Words
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